June 9, 2011 
Average utilization of the nation's natural gas combined-cycle power plant fleet is rising
[image: graph of Average capacity factor for operating natural gas combined cycle plants by hour of the day, 2005-2010, as described in the article text]

Average capacity factors for the Nation's fleet of natural gas combined-cycle power plants have increased steadily since 2005. Increased use of these plants means that facilities that previously served peaking or more often intermediate load needs now contribute more significantly to baseload electricity needs. 
The chart shows that the average utilization of natural gas combined-cycle power plants has increased across hours of the day. Between 2005 (purple line) and 2010 (red line) average capacity factors for natural gas plant operations between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. rose from 26% to 32%. For peak hours—from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.—capacity factors averaged about 50% (the red line) on a national basis in 2010 compared to about 40% in 2005. 
Both increasing domestic supply of natural gas and lower natural gas prices, together with the high efficiency of combined-cycle power plants, have contributed to their increased use. 
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Note: The chattis derved rom Continuous Montoring Emissions System data requiredby the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. The data contain numerous hourly uritevelaftributes atfossilfred (cosl
gas, and oi)plants greater than 25 megawattsinciucing net generation by hourand measures of capacty,
whichin turn can be used to compute average capacity factors by fuel type and prime mover.




